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LETTER 


FROM A 


DISSENTER 


To the AuTHoR of 


The CRAFTSMAN, &e. 


T the late anniverſary Feaſt in 
che City, I happened to be 
ſeated next to a Gentleman, 
who is one of your moſt 

found Admirers. In all ſuch 
| crowded Aſſemblies it is very 
| uſual, and almoſt unavoidable, 
for the Company to break into ſeparate Clubs 
of Diſcourſe, and to raiſe a Topic of Conver- 
ſation communicable to the Audience of only 
half a Dozen Neighbours, It was my Fortune 
to be elbowed into a Committee of this Na- 
ture, which was entirely compoſed of 

keen and zealous Politicians. Your Friend, af- 
ter a great many Ry Strokes at the 5 
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and Cenſures on the Meaſures lately purſi 
by the Miniſtry, faſtened, at laſt, on a Pro 


fition, which appeared to me pretty novel and 


extraordinary. He boldly aſſerted, and in- 
fiſted on it with much Vehemence, that the 
Whigs and Tories had entirely changed Sides ; 
that the Whigs were become rampant Tories, 
and the Tories ſtaunch and intrepid Yhigs; and, 
in a Word, that V big and Tory did not now 
actually exiſt on the fame Footing as former- 
ly, but were become a new Diviſion of the Na- 
tion into a Court and a Country Party. He ſeem- 
ed indeed a little embarraſſed with this Part 
of the Argument, having but a Moment be 


fore, ſomewhat unwarily advanced, that the 


wHOLE Bopy oF THE Porr were united 
into one Party, and that Party wholly made 
up of ſuch as were diſſatisfied with the pre- 
ſent Adminiſtration of publick Affairs. No- 
thing of this kind however was capable of hin- 
dering him to perſiſt in the Notion he had ad- 
vanced ; to confirm which, he brought out 
your Paper of the 27th of Ofober, as a moſt 

ueſt ionable Authority. Finding I had not 
ead the Paper, he was pleaſed, to recommend 
it to me as a moſt incomparable Performance; 
aſſuring me, that in it you had moſt unmerci- 


fully mauled the Court Whigs, for ever demo- 


liſhed the Miniſtry, and, which was yet ſtran- 
ger than all the reſt, made a moſt firm and in- 
diſſoluble Union betwixt the Tories, and the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters. My | 

\ So high a Character of any Performance 
could not but excite my Curioſity to peruſe it; 
and this Curioſity was not a little heightened 


by my Concern in it as a Diſſenter. I was bred 
in 
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in that Perſuaſion; and, upon a moſt anxious 4 
and impartial Inquiry, I have ſince been perſua- 1 
ded, that it was my Duty to continue in it. 3» 
Bigotry to any Sect I have none; but the Prin- | 1 
ciples of the Diſſenters, rightly explained, and 
rightly underſtood, ſeem to me remoter from } 
Bigotry than thoſe of any other Set of Men 
amongſt us; and for that Reaſon alone I re- 
main a Diſſenter: Far from thinking ill of the 
Church of England, or its Members, many of 
whom I know to be as little Bigots as myſelf; 
I yer think my own Way the beſt, and con- 
demn no Man for thinking his Way better. 
Liberty to enjoy my own Sentiments, and to 
ſerve Gop my own Way is all I ſeek, as to 
Religion, from any Man, and which J heartily 
' Wiſh were given to all Men. And as my Be- 
nevolence is confined to no Party, it is my 
conſtant Prayer that all Parties may honeſtly 
and truly unite in the Principles of Liberty and 
Charity. 

To a Perſon of this Temper you will readi- 
ly judge, that any rational Propoſal of an U- 
nion betwixt Parties could not but be extreme- 
ly acceptable. This is required at the Hands 
of every honeſt Man. by our Dear Country, 
which ſo long hath been diſtracted and torn 
to Pieces by our wicked and unnatural Divi- 
fions. But with whom are we to unite, and 
upon what Terms? The Diſſenters, according 
to your Scheme, are to unite with the Tories, 
and join with them in their Oppoſition to the 
Whig or Court Party: That is to ſay, a Party 
of Men conſtantly profeſſing, and truly at- 
tached to the Principles of Liberty, * » 
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Church and State, are to deſert their old Friend: 
and Fellow-Sufferers in the ſame Cauſe, and 
Join themſelves to a Party, who, for very near 
a Century paſt, have been the avowed Foes to 
all Liberty, both Civil and Religious ; and this 
for no other Reaſon, but becauſe the Tories 
happen to be at preſent in Oppoſition. to the 
' Court, and are giving us ſome very faint and 
dubious Inſinuations of diſomning their former 
Principles of Government, and of acknowledging 
their Error in Matters of Religion. 

This, Sir, is the whole Subſtance of your 
Paper, in two Words; and the Hinge upon 
which your whole Argument turns, You talk, 
indeed, a great deal about Whigs turning To- 
ries, and Tories turning Whigs ; but it is 
all gratis Diftum, and a mere begging the 
Queſtion. All the Inſtances you give are ei- 
ther general, or nothing | to the 1 85 
And I think it impoſſible for a true and ge- 
nuine Tory to renounce at once the Pre- 
judices of his Education, and that natural Pro- 
penſity, which the Tories have for Power, 
and to make the moſt of it, when Power is 
put into their Hands. In Converſions of this 
Kind, I am always apt to uſe a little Diffi- 
dence, and to have an old Adage conſtantly 
ringing in my Ears, Naturam  expellas furca 
cet, | | ee | 

Oppoſition to a Court is no certain CharaFeri- 
flick either of big or Tory. Neither is it any 
Proof that a Man is truly in the Intereſt of his 
Country, unleſs it be known, both that the Mea- 
ſures he oppoſes are wrong, and the Motives 
upon which he oppoſes them are right. A Whig, 

| : upon 


E 
upon big Principles, is obliged to ſupport a 
dimen that 5 eſtabliſhed upon tho Prin. 
ciples 3 and a Tory, conſiſtently enough with 
Try Principles, may endeayour to ſubvert a 
Government he does not like. It is not the bare 
Oppoſition to a Court, but the Nature and 
Tendency of the Oppoſition, which is ſufficient 
to denominate a Man a Whig or a Tory; and 
conſequently, our Notions of Parties are-not 
neceſſarily to be changed, when we ſee Whigs 
ſupporting, and Tories diſtreſſing any Govern- 
ment, or Adminiſtration. a 

As little will it avail to prove an Oppoſition to 
a Miniſtry juſt, or the Opponents to be Whigs, 
to ſay, that they juſtify their Oppoſition by Ar- 
guments drawn from Whig Principles. I can- 


not well conceive, how any Court Party can be 


oppoſed, with a good Grace, but upon big 
Principles, or, at leaſt, Vbig Pretences. To 
argue againſt the Court upon the Principles of 
a Tory, even as you, Mr. D' Anvers, have enu- 
merated them, would, I fancy, at this Time of 
Day, be both unſafe and unpopular. No Thanks 
to you therefore for adopting Whig Maxims, 


and M big Principles, to prop up a ſinking Cauſe, 


which is not able to ſupport it ſelf by its own. 
Vain, Sir, is your Attempt, and to the laſt 
ridiculous, to ſeparate. the Diſſenters 
from their old Friends, and to unite them with 
their ancient Enemies, under the weak Pretence 
of the former having betrayed their Principles, 
as to Civil Liberty, and of the latter having 
forſaken theirs, I uſe the Word forſaken, tho? 
it is not your own Word, becauſe if you do not 
mean it, you either have no Meaning at all, or 
2 very ill one, that is, an Intention to deceive. 


The 
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The Word uſed by you is a very ſoft. one, 4. 
owning ; but the whole Chain of Your Beats, 
ing depends upon a Suppoſition of ſomething 
much more ſtrong and explicite. Tou ought 
therefore to have ſpoke out plainly and poſi- 
tively, unleſs you had a Mind to ſave your Par- 
ty from coming under Engagements, which, 
you are conſcious, they are in no Diſpoſition to 
perform. However, taking it either Way, the 
Argument is quite too general, to induce either 
a Diſſenter, or any other honeſt; Man, to ban- 
don the Intereſt of the preſent Admini/?- tion; 
and to join in thoſe e of Oppoſitiam to it, 
which you ſo ſtrenuouſly endeavour to inculcate. 

It does not appear to me, nor will it, I be- 
lieve, appear to any impartial Inquirer, that 
the Gentlemen in the Oppoſition have taken any 

Steps, or made any Attempts in purſuance of 
it, which are inconſiſtent with the very Rigour 
of Toriſm and Jacobitiſm. To weaken the Go- 
vernment,to debaſe the Prerogative, and toclog 

'the Wheels of the Adminiftration, are all Strains 
of Policy, which may be made ſubſervient even 
to Popery, and the Pretender. To cry down 
Arbitrary Power, and to cry up the Original and 
Fundamental Rights of the People, are Feats that 
have been performed more than 6nce by. Men, 
who had a Mind to ſet . up Arbitrary Power, 
and to deſtroy the Original and fundamental 

Rights of the People. Facobites, profeſſed a- 
cobttes, have already all done this, and will 

always be ready to do it again, wheneyer 
they ſhall find a proper Seaſon to diſtreſs a Go- 

vernment founded on the Principles of Liberty. 

Every extraordinary Act of Legiſlation, how- 
ever exerted in a due Conhſtence with, the : Con 
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Ritution, arid abſolutely neceſſary for the Pre- 
ſer vation of the whole, will, in ſuch Caſes, be 
exclaimed againſt as Encroachments on Liberty, 
eyed by Men, who hate the very Name of Li- 
berty, and who, if they did 
vern by no other Rules, but 
Regal Proclamatinn. N 
In all, Oppoſitions to a Government, what- 
ever be the Motives, it is abſolutely neceſſary to 
fer out with the moſt ſpecious and plauſib 
Pretences, in order to gain both Credit and 
Strength to the Party oppoſing. No Pretence 
can be more ſpecious than that of Liberty, be- 
cauſe no Cauſe is either more juſtifiable in itſelf, 
or more chearfully eſpouſed by the Common 
People. For this Reaſon we ſhall meet with 
few Inſtances in Hiſtory of any Conſpiracies a- 
r a Government, or Conſtitution, where 

e Conſpirators have not had Liberty and the 
Pablick Good in their Mouths. Our own Hi- 
ſtory, in former Ages, is full of very appoſite 
Examples to this Purpoſe. Nor hath it been 
wanting to refreſh our Memories with Inſtances 
of a much later Date : For no longer ago than 
the Reign of our renowned Deliverer King 


1 would go- 
ritt of State, and 


- 


Wir1LLLAaM, the Tories were remarkable 


for purſuing this very Method ; and were al- 
ways bellowing for Liberty againſt a Prince, to 
whom they owed even the Liberty of bellowing. 
In Queen Anne's Reign, as long as that glorious 


. Princeſs continued the Fautreſs of Liberty, and 
Protectreſs of Eur , Was not the Outcry a- 


mongſt the Tories rated as loud as it is mow a- 
gainſt miniſterial Tyranny, and miniſterial Cor- 
ruption ? Did they not even appeal to the C9- 
leftive Body of * in Oppoſition to the 


CH. 
Repreſentative Body ; however contrary ſuch a 
Practice be to their own declared Principles and 
Maxims, when Power hath been in the Hands 
of Perſons, in whom they confided? Did they 
not raiſe a Sedition for the Sake of Paſſive O- 
bedience, and fly out into an open Rebellion in 
favour of a Criminal under Proſecution for prea- 
ching the Doctrine of Non-Reſiſtance ; a Doc- 
trine at once ſo deſtructive to the Liberties of 
Britain, and to the Liberties of Men? And in 
the Four laſt Years of that Reign, when Men 
of their own SA and Kidney came again into 
Play, were not all the Doctrines of Slavery a- 
gain revived,. and the Power of the Crown, and 
che Power of the Miniſtry too raiſed to a moſt 
formidable Heighth, even by thoſe very Men, 
who had ſo loud]y exclaimed againſt the Abuſe 
of Power under the juſt and legal, as well as the 
wiſe and ſucceſsful Adminiſtration of the Great 
Earl of GopoLPHIN, and the ever-memorable 
Duke of Marlborough ? So little Streſs is there 
to be laid upon the Profeſſions, or the ſtrongeſt 
Proteſtations of Tories, when they think fit to 
ut on the Mask of ¶ higgiſin, and to cover their 
Diſafſection to a legal Government, and a free 
Conſtitution, under the ſpecious Garb and Pre- 
text of Love to Liberty, and Love to their 
Country. 
Pray, Mr. D' Auuers, do you believe, or 
does any Man in his Senſes believe, that the Op- 


poſition of the Tories to our late mild and gracious 
Monarch King GEOROE the Firſt, was owing 
to Whig Principles, or the Love of Liberty ; _ 


though they were made the Pretences at that 

Time, as well as they are at this Time? Did 

not theſe Pretences to . and the and 
˖ G 
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Good, terminate in a Rebelliun againſt the whole - 
Conſtitution; the Reſult of a moſt defperate and 
unnatural Conſpiracy to bring in Arbitrary Poto- 
er, and a Popiſh Pretender? Did not the Pre- 
tender himſelf, in ſeveral of his Declarations, 
give himſelf canting Airs, and talk moſt foridly, | 
and in the Style of a Demagopue, about the Li- 
berties of Britain, and the Rights of rhe People? 
Was the Pretender therefore a Whiz ? Or are 
we to look upon his known Friends and Abet- 
tors to be Whigs, and ſeriouſly embarked in the 
Cauſe of Liberty? No, Sir, the Fallacy is too 
groſs to impoſe upon any, who are not already 
reſolved to be impoſed upon. Catiline himſelf 
pretended to be a moſt zealous and ſtaunch Re- 
publican, at the very Time that he was contri- 
ving to make himſelf the Tyrant of his Country. . 
He too made his Complaints of Corruption and 
Factions in the State, and was a mighty Cham- 
pou for Freedom, and a Coalition of Parties; 
ut the Freedom he meant, was a Freedom for 
himſelf, and his profligate Aﬀoctates to oppreſs 
their F allow-Citizens ; ; and: the ſole Union he 
had in View was an Union of Slaves, ſubjected 
to his own lawlefs and ungovernable Will. The 
Romans were, at that Time, too wiſe to heark- 
en to his Pretences. They remained deaf, and 
their Deafneſs contributed to the lengthening out 
their Day of Liberty. Rome was preſerved, and 
Catiline had his Reward. 

+  Oppeſition therefore to rhe Govern, bs no 
more a Proof now, than it was formerly, that 
the Tories have forſaten their old Principles and 
Maxims of Government. We have already 
ſhewn, that even a Facobite both wilt and muſt, 
u his own Principles, *oþpoſe a Government 

* B 2 eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed upon the Principles of the Revolution. 


We have allo ſhewn, that this hath been done 
both long, and often. And, I think, it is Pretty 


evident, that it cannot be done with Safety a 
the preſent, or with a good Grace at any Time, 
but under the Diſguiſe of ¶ big Principles, and 
ſtrong Profeſſions of publick Spirit. In a Caſe 
of ſo much Importance as a total Converſion from 
Principles ſo entirely repugnant to thoſe for- 
merly held by them, it will be incumbent on 
them to produce much more ſubſtantial and con- 
vincing Proofs of their Sincerity. Thoſe hi- 
therto given are very ſuſpicious ; and they be- 
come much more ſo, jy a we obſerve - 
Head of the preſent Oppoſition to the Court, 
Perſon, who was formerly one of the Heads 2 
a Tory Miniſtry, and afterwards officiated in the 
ſame C Character to a Popiſh Pretender; and who, 


in both 8 run ** whole Lengths of his 


115 with all that Rapidity and Precipitation, 

bath been the di inguiſning Characteri- 
AFR of the Party, whenever it had Power. 
He hath fince commenced Patriot; but I never 
heard him ſuſpected of any Action in Favour of 


W/Inggiſm, except one, the Merit of which, if there 


wagany in it, he hath entirely cancell'd by a pub- 
lick and formal Denial of the Fact. A Circum- 
8785 not * favourable to a Party profeſſing 


Ben o Perſon aſhamed, and perhaps 
with Reaſon, of the only Service he ever was ſur- 
mized to have done the pig Intereſt. 


the Government is no Proof, chat * Tories 
hays ferounced their former Principles; ſo nei- 
arne e 1 che 1 


Court, 


and yet continuing under the 


On the other Hand, as chair Oppoſition to 
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Court, or Miniſterial Party, call them by what 

Name you pleaſe, are become Traytors to the 

Whig Cauſe, becauſe they continue the Friends 

and Supporters of the preſent Government. 

The ſame Reaſons that ſhew the NE. of the 
e 


one, ſtrongly infer the Abſurdity of the other. 
A Whig would ceaſe to be a Whig, if he did 
not fupport, ſtrenuoyſly EH a Government, 
which he obſerves the Tories are everlaſting- 
ly oppoſing. Neither will a Vbig think him- 
himſelf concerned to oppoſe any Government, 
while its Adminiſtrations are agreeable to the 
Conſtitution and the Laws of the Land. Re- 
fiſtance to a legal Government, I believe, was 
never aſſerted or majntain'd by any big; and 
conſequently, Oppoſition, ſuch a violent Op- 
poſition,” as now prevails againſt the preſent Go- 
vernment, adminiſtred in 2 10 Reſpect accor- 
ding to Law, cannot be juſtified on any Pre- 

Tence, | | 
Lou ought therefore, Mr. D' Anvers, to have 
proved what you have only inſinuated, that 
the Adminiſtration is corrupted to a Degree ſub- 
verſive of the Conſtitution z and then it would 
naturally have followed, that the Friends of 
ſuch an Adminiſtration have turn'd Traytors to 

the Principles of /biggi/m. But this is what 

you have not attempted to do, any otherwiſe 
than by a general Declamation againſt Bribery 
and Corruption, and a ſhort Hint about Stan- 
ding Armies in Times c Peace. The former of 
theſe, however juſtly to be condemned, and 
ſeverely to be puniſhed. in whatever Perſon it 
is fairly and fully proved againſt, yet is entire- 
ly foreign to the Queſtion in Debate. For 
though he myſt be an ill Man, wha * 
Ar ern * 8 
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of Bribery and Corruption; yet Bribery and 
Corruption prove a Man neither a Whig nor a 
Tory. As bad an Opinion as I have of the 
Principles of the Tories, yet I never once ima- 
gined, that they would own Bribery, and 
Corruption, 'to be of the Number ; though 
I am ſenſible, I ſhall not be - thanked by 
ſome warm Whigs for ſo favourable a Con- 
ceſſion. Theſe Gentlemen will be apt to re- 
mind me of King CHARLES the Second's. Pen- 
ſioner Parliament; of the famous Treaty of Com- 
merce; and of ſome other beneficial Jobs conſe- 
quent upon it; wherein it did not appear, that 
the Paws of ſome Tories were then fo ſtrongly 
tortified againſt Bribes, whatever were their 

Principles. TIE | ner 
The other Point of a Standing Army in Time 
of Peace, would, I own, be to the Purpoſe, 
could it be proved, that the modern JY/bigs are 
become as much the Friends to governing by 
ſuch Standing Armies as the Tories have formerly 
been. But there is a wide Difference to be 
made betwixt a Force annually appointed by 
Parliament, and paid by Parliament, and a 
conſtant Standing Army raiſed, and maintained 
without Conſent of Parliament, and employed 
to govern the Nation inſtead of a Parliament. 
That the Nature of Actions varies, as their 
Circumſtances vary, is a Maxim in Morals; 
and much more will it hold in Politicks. We 
all know, that the Tories have not only pleaded 
for illegal Standing Armies, but have actually 
made uſe of them to ſet up and ſupport an 
Arbitrary Power in the Crown. We all know 
likewiſe, that there is ſtill/in being a Popiſh 
Pretender to the Crown, ho never can come 
in 
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in upon other Principles, than thoſe of Arbi- 
trary Power, and who by Arbitrary Power 
2 be ſupported, whenever he docs come 
in. His Adherents are known to be ſtill nu- 
2 and ſtill reſtleſs. The Wiſdom of the 
Nation hath therefore, from Time to Time, 
thought fir to appoint ſuch a reaſonable Force, 
as might preſerve the Nation from ſo danger- 
ous an Enemy without, and ſo pernicious a 
Diſtemper within. All this is not only con- 
liftent with Mig Principles, but abſolutely 
neceſſary for the Support of the big Cauſe; 
that is to ſay, the Cauſe of Liberty and Pro- 
perty. And they, who complain of this, com- 
plain of it with an equal ill Grace, as a Mur- 
therer would exclaim againſt the Laws of his 
Country as cruel and ſanguinary, for puniſhing 
a Man with Death, The Material Aion is the 
ſame in both Caſes; the depriving a Man of his 
Life; but the Motives and the Circumſtances 
conſtitute the Difference, and render the one 
Aclion criminal, and the other not only juſt but 
meritorious. 

Thus, Sir, I have conſidered ſo much of 
your Argument as relates to the Diſſenters join- 
ing with the Tories on the Foot of Political Af- 
fairs; and, I apprehend, have made it evi- 
dent, that they. never can come into ſuch an 
Union, until they either deſert their own Prin- 


Gples, or the Tories give better Proofs than have 


yet been given, that they have for/aken theirs, 
It remains to enquire what Encouragement the 

Diſſenters have to hope for fairer Quarter from 
the Tories now than formerly, with regard to 
their Religions Principles; and whether they 


haves] lon to doubt, as you endeavour to in- 


ſinuate, 


— 


- — 2 * 
13 3 ͤ RR 2 = # * 
FY n — — 
— 
* 1 


Av x — 


| 55K eo net 
— -— 4 — 
4 =_ - Ju 


— . . air 
4 — * oy 8 — mY 


* 
* . 8 
EE 


— 


KKK —— H- 
— HAS ER Sn. 1297 os, od 


* —— — 


(76) 
finuate, that the preſent Whig, or Court Pari) 
are grown cool in their Friendſhip to them, wa 
now, that they are in Power, deſpiſe an Intereſt 
which they courted, and abend upon, when 
they were out of it. 

If, according to a Maxim quoted by you in 
this very Paper, and which is as univerſally fa- 
miliar, as it is univerſally true, Men are to be 
known by their Works, the Diſſenters warit not 
the moſt ſenſible Marks, whereby to diſtinguiſh 
their Friends from their Foes, nor need be at 
any Loſs whether to ſeek for them among the 
Whigs, or the Tories, The Works of the one 
Party have been a conſtant Oppoſition to the 
Works of the other; and what thoſe Works were, 
and how much they tended to the Honour of 
Religion, the Welfare of the Kingdom, and the 
Happineſs of Men, is notorious to the whole 
World. Thoſe Works, and the Conſequences 
of thoſe Works have been the Subject of the 
Annals of England for upwards of an Hundred 
Years ; a Subject with which they have been 
both blotted and defiled. 

Whoever is acquainted with the Hiſtory 
Parties in this Kingdom cannot be 
that the firſt Diviſion of the Nation into thoſ 


two great Parties of Whis, and Tory, was, in 


a great Meaſure, occaſioned by a Difference of 
Sentiments with Regard to thoſe who had the 
Misfortune to diſſent from the Church as 
Law eſtabliſhed. The very Names of Dif- 
tinction made Uſe of on that Occaſion, and 
kept up amongſt us ever fince, were derived 
from Words that had a plain Alluſion to N "i 
bytery on the one Hand, and to Popery 


8 85 and conſequentiy were employed as 


Cha- 
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Characteriſticks to denote how the Perſons 
bearing them ſtood affected to thoſe other 
Parties, from whence they were ſuppoſed to 
fetch their Original. Other Cauſes of Divifion 
were not, indeed, wanting; but certain it is, 
that this was not only pretended, but actuall 

ſubſiſted as a principal Foundation of the Ant- 
moſities and Content ions, that aroſe in the 
Kingdom, during the latter Part of the Reign 
of King CHarLes the Second. The Pariſts 
had joined with the Tories in aſſiſting that 
Prince, and his Miniſters, to advance the Pre- 
rogative, till it became dangerous to the Con- 
ſtitution; and the Diſſenters, on the other 
Hand, found themſelves oblig' d, both by Prin- 
ciple, and Intereſt, to throw their Weight in- 
to the Scale of that Party, who were zealous 
Aſſerters of the Liberties of the People, and 
ſtruggling to confine the Preregative. of the 
Crown, within the Limits of the Law. This 


Circumſtance, doubtleſs, did not a little con- 


tribute to conciliate the Minds of the Tories to 
the Papiſts, and of the M bigs to the Diſſenters. 


For I readily agree both With Mr. D* Anvers 


and Tully, that iden ſentire de Republica, to think 
alike concerning Political Matters, is not only a 
very.common, but a very juſtifiable Foundarion 
of Friendſhip, both pablick and private. But 
the Friendſhip berwixt the Whigs and the Di/- 
ſenters had a yet deeper Root, and owed its O- 
riginal to widely different Cauſes. To do this 
Matter Juſtice, it would be neceſſary to trace 
the Growth of our Diviſions as high up as our 
firſt Reformation from Popery. But to do fo, 
it would be unavoidable to mention ſome things 
that, at this Time of Day, might, perhaps, be 
rap C equally 
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equally diſpleaſing to all Parties: For which 
Reaſon, I ſhall carry this Detail no farther 
back than the Reſtoration. 

At that joyful, and, perhaps, a little too 
much neg] x Period, for the Liberties of the 
People, the Affairs of that Party, whoſe Suc- 
MY are now denominated Di enters, were in 

retty odd and perplexed kind of Situation. 

The Presbyterians, for ſo 155 were then gene- 
rally called, had been highly inſtrumental in 
that important Tranſa&tion, which had at once 
reſtored the King to his Crown, and the Aimgdom 
to its Conſtitution. They had therefore on that 
Account ſome Claim to Merit. But as ſoon as 
the e was happily brought about, it 
was j by the Gentlemen, who 
then had the 8500 Influence in the publick 
Councils, to reſtore the Church of -* Wr 1 
her former Dignities and Prer +a 
Reward for the Services and Sufferings of ler 
Members in the late Times of Anarchy and 
Confuſion. One Half, I believe, I might tru- 
ly and confidently ſay, the larger Halt of the 
Presbyterians themſelves, at leaſt of the Men, 
who then wore that Denomination, came into 
this Meafure. But they came into it upon 
Principles of Peace, and Principles of Modera- 
tion. They neither imagined, that the High- 
Church, Party weuld have carried Matters to 
ſuch a Pitch as they afterwards. did, nor that 
their former Brribras would have proved ſo un- 
obſequious and refractory in the Point of Con- 

formity : But when they found themſelves mi- 
faken in both theſe e they then ve- 
ry honeſtly and chriſtianly endeavoured to make 
Matters as eaſy: as Fee on all Hands. This 
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however exceedingly difficult for them 
to do, Fs Caſe of an open Separation from 
the Church, and amidſt ſuch an Ebullition of 
Zeal, which ſtill continued in Mens Minds, 
after ſo great and unnatural a Ferment as had 
lately been in the Nation. The Torrent bore 
too ſtrong againſt them; and a Hięb- Church 
Party in the Court, ſecretly abetted and ſup- 
ported by a Popiſß Interef, which lay at chat 
ime conceated in it, rendered all their En- 
deavours vain and abortive. They ſaw every 
Day, with Regret, Penal Laws enacted againſt 
their Separating Brethren, and oftentimes exe- 
cuted npon them with a of 12 little 
ſhort of the moſt extreme Rigours of Popery 
They ſaw this done, * with — a but 
durſt not, for many Years, oppoſe it, at leaft 
directly and formal oppoſe it, for fear of ind 
ling a new Flame in a Nation grown drunk 
with miſtaken Notiens of Loyalty, and mad 
with Bigottry to a Sett of Principles, which neĩ⸗ 
ther were the Principles of the Church of En 
Land, nor of any other Proteftart Church i in 8 
began, at e 


World. 
The Dua of Popery 
open the Eyes of the N and to raiſ 

Alarm in the Nation ; and then theſe . 
whom I have been mentioning, ventared to de- 
clare, and to rouſe themfelves in favour of thoſe 
Sentiments of Liberty, both Civil and Religions, 
which they had always inwardly cheriſhed, bur 
ſometimes thought it not prudent openly to 
exert, From this Tune forwards the rigid High- 
Church-Mzxn, and They, have continued at 
perpetual Variance ; the one Party conſtantly 
Adviſing and promoting Penal Læmt and Pro- 
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cutions againſt the Diſſenters, and the other no 
leſs conſtantly recommending, Toleration and 
Furbearance. Now it was, that the zo Parties 
began to be diſtinguiſhed, and to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves by the, Names big and Tury. So 
chat che Di enters have no ſure Rule, whereby 
to judge of any Man's Affection to them as 
Dilſenters, but his Adherence to thoſe Principles 
annexed to the Terms of a Diſtinction entirely 


occaſioned by a. Difference ot. Sentiments in 
relation to the D. enters. 


1 es What are, and + Lb — — been the 
inguiſhing and, avowed Principles of a Tory 
as, to, this Matter, and as to Religions Liberty 
in general. | Beſides a great many abſurd Poli. 
tions in relation to Church Pqwer and Authority, 
which it is. needleſs, to mention in chis Place, be- 
cauſe they are now Prem well exploded by all 
the. World except t t LON .and their ancient 
Friends and Allies, t -P, iſts, do not the 7 ories, 
to this Day, profeſiedly. cheye, and maintain 
the followißg Tepee which entirely put 
it gut; of eheir,. Power 10 have either Friend- 
ſhip, or even Mercy for the preſent Diſſenters 
or any Sort of _Diſſenters whatſoever The 
Damnaßle Nature ot an unintelligible Thing 
called Schiſn, but applicable to every thing 
Which Tory Prigſts, and their Bigotied Diſciples 
happen to diſlike. The Power of ſaving, or 
damning Souls, at. the Pleaſure of fallible, 
and oftentimes, wicked Men., The. Invalidity 
of all Or ders. not conferred according to the 
Canons of the Church of Rome, and the 
conſequent, Inyalidity., of all Miniftrations per- 
ſormed in purſuance of ſuch Orders. A Doc- 


trine, which BETSY ng of the Proteſtant 
AG ; Churches 
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| Churches abroad, an excellent Proteſtant Church 
eſtabliſhed in the Northern Part of our own 
Inland, and even the Church of England herſelf, 
as ſhe now ſtands eſtabliſhed fince the late Hap- 
t Revolution; and leaves Millions of Souls to 
the Uncovenanted Mercies of Gop. A Power 
to make Laws about Matters perfectly Indiffe- 
rent, and to inforce them with the moſt griev- 
ous and ſevere Penalties; that is to ſay, a Power 
to make Laws for no Reaſon, and to puniſh 
Men for no Fault. The Neceſſity of reſtrain- 
ing free Inquiries into Religious Matters, and 
free Reaſoning about them; and the Lawfulnels 
of diſccuraging, oppreſſing, and ruining Men, 
who cannot, in every Little, conform to the 
Eſtabliſhed Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Govern- 
ment of the Church. Theſe, Sir, and many 
other Doctrines equally unreaſonable, and equal- 
ly,abhorrent to Human Nature, and to pure 
' Religion and undeſiled, have all along been 
preached up by the Gentlemen of the High- 
Church, or Tory, Party; as their peculiar and 
favourite Tenets. Nor have you, or any one 
elſe, ever had the Boldneſs to aſſert, that the 
Party, or any conſiderable Numbers of the 
Party. have either recanted, or deſerted them. 
And as the Majority of the Gentlemen now 
in Oppoſition to the Court is made up of Per- 
ſons, who have long worn, and gloried in the 
Stamp of theſe Principles, I leave even you to 
judge what Favour or Friendſhip the Diſſenters 
can ever have any Reaſon to expect from 
nn 7 
1 There is {till the leſs Reaſon for the Diſſen- 
lers to depend upon ſuch a Party of Men, 
t when the whole | Courſe and Tenor of their 
Hay" | Actiong 
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1 
Actions is compared with theſe their known 
Principles. Were not the Penal Laws all enacted 
by Tory Parliaments, and always executed with 
the greateſt ' Rigour under Tory Adminiſtra- 
tions? Did they ever mitigate, when in Power, 
the Severity. of thoſe Laws, but in order to 
make the Papiſts enjoy the larger Share of the 
Favour ? And whatever they did of this kind, 
was it not done in an illegal and arbitrary Man- 
ner, to render the Diſſenters odious to the Na- 
tion, and to draw them into a Snare; th | 
the better and wiſer Part of the Diſſenters were 
happily - preſerved from falling into it? Did. 
not this plainly appear upon - the Revolution, 
when thoſe very Men, who had promoted Ki 
James [ilegal Indulgence, comprehending bot 
the Papiſts, and the Diſſenters, afterwards de- 
feated rhe charitable Defign of a Comprehenſion 
of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, and oppoſed the 
granting them a legal Toleration all that they 
could ? Did not theſe Friends to Liberty and to 
their Country diſturb the Nation, and perplex 
the Affairs of all Europe, for Tears together, 
and in the Heighth of a dangerous, though 
glorious War, entred into for the Defence of 
the Common Liberty of mary Nations ; only 
that they might carry a Bill to prevent Occa- 
ſional Conformity, which was intended as a Pre- 
lude to er Encroachments on the Tolera- 
tion? Was not that ꝝuchriſtian and inhuman 
Law, which deprived the Diſſenters of the na- 
- tural Right Men have to educate their own 
Children, forged by the fame Cabal? And hath 
not the Repea! of thoſe Laws been, conſtantly 
and vigorouſly oppoſed by moſt of thoſe Gen- 
tiemen, who are now cajolling the 1 
22 under 
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under the Notion of oppoſing the Court upon 
Whig Principles? Have not the igh and the 
Non-juring Clergy, who have carried the Do- 
Arines of Perſecution to the utmoſt Heighth, 
and have conſtantly expreſſed the greateſt Ran- 
cour and Violence againſt the Diſſenters, been 
always their Creatures and Dependents? And 
do not this Sort of Men continue to chis Day 
Friends and Well-W iſhers to the Gentlemen in 
the Oppoſition, and the moſt hearty Pro 
of their Intereſt, whenever they ha . - 
portunity of ſerving it? Have any of the mo- 
derate Biſhops or Clergy ever received the ſmalleſt 
Token of Favour or Friendſhip from any Tory, 
either Antient or Modern? So far from it, that 
Mien of their Character have, in all Times been 
| hated, and inſulted by the whole Tory Party, 
as much, if not more, than the Diſſanters them- 
ſelyes. Of this Truth we have an . illuſtrious 
Inſtance in the Perſon of a Venerable Prelate 
yet living. Hath he not been the perpetual 
Mark of their Scorn and Rage, for thirty Years 
paſt, meerly on Account of his Catholict Spi- 

rit and charitable Principles; and for diſtin- 
guilhing himſelf, upon all Occaſions, as a good 
Chriſtian, and a good Engliſhman, in Oppoſi- 
tion to Slaves and Bigots? How have they 
. ridiculed, and libelled him for his, Doctrine of 
Sincerity, - becauſe it happens to fayour the 
Diſſenters, though without it neither the Cauſe 


of the Reformation, nor the Caule of Religion 


itſelf can be juſtified? In a Word, have either 
the Principles or Practices of this Party, ever 
ſince it came to be diſtinguiſhed as a Party, 
been any thing elſe, but a Source of Eumity 
to, ang one continued. Series of Heftilities a- 
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gainſt, I do not ſay the Diſſenters only, but 
the Liberties of their Country, the natural Rights 
of Men, and the Principles of Human Society? 
Whatever hath been advanced concerning 
the Tories, juſt the contrary is true concerning 
the Yhies. Their Principles in Religious Mat- 
tets have all along been fo favourable to the 
Difſenters, that the Tories on that Score have 
been ' perpetually running them down among 
the Common People as Enemies and Traitors to 
the Church. They were the firſt Men in theſe 
Kingdoms that ſeemed to have a conſiſtent 
and rational Notion of Religious Liberty, equal, 
juſt, and impartial Liberty. The extravagant 
Claims of the High - Ehn and Non - juring 
Prieſts, they never admitted as a Part of Re- 
ligion, and conſequently by ſuch Men have of- 
ten been ſaid to have none. All the great 
Men of the Church, that have ever been rec- 
koned among the Adherents of the Party, were 
Perſons exemplary for charitable and moderate 
Principles. Many of them have appeared in 
the higbeſt Dignities of the Church, and have 
adorned it both by their Lives and Doctrine; 
always profeſſing, and even preaching up ſuch 
a Degree of Tenderneſs to Diſſenters, ' as made 
their Adverſaries often cry out againſt them as 
Diſſenters in Principle, themſelves ; and con- 
ſtantly behaving in ſuch a Chriſtian Manner as 
demonſtrated, that they were, at leaſt, neither 
Bigots to their own Principles, nor Enemies to 
the Perſons of ſuch as had the Misfortune to di- 
ee Punt ENT y 

Agreeable to theſe generous Maxims and 
Principles hath been the whole Conduct of that 
whole Body of Men, whom you, Sir, are 

pleaſed 
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leaſed to term the Court or Miuiſteria! Party, 
but whom the Diſſenters always do remember, _ 
and are reſolved never to forget under the old 4 
and friendly Denomination of bigs. All the 
Oppoſition that ever was made to the Penal 
Laws, ſo far as they regarded the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, came from the Whig Party, and by 
the M hig Party was, at length; after man) 
Struggles, rendered effectual in the Af? of Tole- 
ration. This ':4#, as it hath been a continual 
Grievance to the Tories ever ſince it took Place, 
the Whigs have been no leſs induſtrious to ſup- 
port and maintain, as one of the moſt” precious 
and valuable Parts of the Conſtitution. Every 
Attack made upon it hath conſtantly excited 
their Jealouſy, and approved their Vigilance. 
They impeached of High Crimes and Miſdemea- 
nours a bold Incendiary, who had the Inſolence 
to preach againſt it, and to renew thoſe Breaches 
in the Nation, which the Wiſdom. and Mode- 
ration of the Government, at that Time, had 
ſo happily repaired. All the Gentlemen em- 
ployed in that virtuous and .memorable Tranſ- 
action, were known and profefſed 7/hips. Six 
out of Eighteen of them are ſtil] living, and, 
to the Honour of the preſent Adminiſtration, all 
of them are placed in Stations of the greateſt 
Power and Dignity in it. The Firft Occaſional 
Bill was three times ſucceſſively thrown out by 
their Intereſt and Prevalence in the Houſe of 
Peers. Nor did they come into the Second, till 
the Diſſenters themſelves had acquieſced in it, 
as an Expedient to fix ſome wavering High- 
- Church-Men in the Intereſt of the Proteſtant 
| Succeſſion, at that Time in the utmoſt Danger 
from a Tory as The famous Schi/m 
F At, 


626) 
AF, contrived by | a Sett of Apuſtates from 
the Diſſenters, and copied from an eminent 
Apoſtate of Antiquity, met likewiſe with the 
fame Oppoſition ; and was carried only by 
the Power of ſuperior Numbers againſt pere 
Reaſoning, and ſuperior Eloquence. But tho? 
both of theſe proved at that Time unſucceſsful, 
yet, as ſoon as a convenient tunity of. 
fered, the ſame Men, who had formerly oppo- 
ſed thoſe Laws, calculated for the monopolixing 
of Power, and the Depreſſion of Liberty, con- 
curred with great pane F. apy mpg in 
the Repeal of them. 5 


From this ſhort View of the 
Actions of the #/bigs, and Tories, — the 
whole Term of'their Exiſtence, down to the 
preſent Times, the Diſſenters have mote tharr 
ſufficient Light to diſtinguiſh . betwixt their 
Friends, and their Enemies. All thathath 7 — 
laid in the Balance againſt this, is only a few 
faint, and ambiguous Expreſſions, which you, 
Mr. D' Anvers, have been pleaſed, in the _ 
now under Confideration, to throw out in Fa- 
vour of your Friends the Tories. They  acknow- 
ledge, you ſay, their Error. Experience bath 
removed Prejudice. If the Diſſenters will 
with the Tories, againſt the Miniſtry, bein 
Country will owe them all the Acknowledgements 
due from good and grateful Citizens of the ſame 
Commonwealth, Poor and mean Satisfaction 
this ! for all the Hardſhips and Cruelties the 
Diſſenters have ſuffer'd from this wicked and ty- 
rannical Party. Errors they atknowledge ; but 
—_—_— us not what Errors, amongſt a whole 
m of Errors, every one'of them ſubverſive 
o all Ziberty both Civil and Religious. Prejudice 
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is removed, but we neither are told in how 

t a Degree, nor whether in ſuch a Degree 
as may be ſufficient, to remove any remainin 
Grievances the Diſſenters at 1 ee complain 
of. Inſtead of a it is coldly promiſed, that 
their Country will owe them a Deb of Acknow- 
ledgement, on Condition, that they join with a 
Party of Men, who have * long been the known 
Enemies of their Country the only Security 
for this Debt, is the bare Word of * wha 
have, in a thouſand Inſtances, demonſtrated, 
that they looked upon the = ti a Sett of 
Men, with whom no Faith wa, to be Wha 
can be certain, that the Doctrine o Alben. 
tative Abſolution, which ſo long hath been a dar- 
ling Tenet with the Non-juring Clergy, and their 
Tory Fallowers, might not, upon convenient 
an Occaſion, be made uſe of to free their Coun- 
try from the Crime of breaking a Promiſe ſo very 
looſely and artificjally worded ? 

Wenk as theſe Hints and Inſinuations in Fa- 
vour of your Friends the Tories, are, thoſe you 
employ to alienate the Diſſenters from the Men, 
whom they have hitherto looked upon as their 
Friends, are {till weaker. They lean, you ſay, 

upon the Diſſenters, when out of Power, and eſteem 
them a Burthen upon them when in it, Can you 
ive any one Inſtance of this, Sir, except that 
de 5 AF is not yet repealed ? And pray, to 
en bk is it chi daun chat this Repeal 
could never yet be obtained ? Ts it not pro- 
bable, more than probable, that the true Rea - 
fon why the Friends of Liberty have never yet 
attem & it, hath been a juſt Apprehenſion, 
leaſt the Tories, and their Trumpeters of Sedi- 
tion. ſhould raiſe a general Clamour againſt i itz 
D 2 revive 
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revive the old Cry of the Danger of the Church ; 
and open a new Scene of Confuſion in. the Na- 
tion? I ſpeak this only upon Conjecture; but 
ſurely the Conjecture is neither an unjuſt nor an 
unreaſonable one. And it is rendered the more 
probable on this Agcount, that the Diſſenters 
e received more real and ſubſtantial 
Profs of Chriſtzan Moderation, and Good-will to 
themſelves, during the preſent. Adminiſtration, 
than they, ever did receive from any of 
Tory Party, or can, poſſibly receive from them, 
unleſs.Gop ſhould; miraculouſly remove that 
Evil Spirit of Bigottry, which hath ſo long poſ- 
Med the whole Party, But allowing the very 
worſt of your Suppoſition, that the preſent Mi. 
m/try are, at 505 Bottom, not ſuch cordial 
Friends to the Diſſenters, as the Diſſenters could 
with them, yet very ſmall will be. the Advan- 
Ugh bf Tories can reap from ſucha Conceſſion. 
The only natural and . reaſonable, Concluſion 
the Diſſenters could draw from it, would a- 
mount to no more than what is a very com- 
mon and obvious Reflection upon human Na- 
cure. a | 
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I ſhall now conclude this Letter, which is 
already ſpun out to too great a Length, with 
a very fair and modeſt Propoſal both to you, 
Sir, and to the Party, whoſe Repreſentative 
you take upon your ſelf to be; and which, 
if you mean honeſtly on this Occaſion, neither 
you, nor they can, with any Colour of De- 
Cehncy, refuſe. | 2 . Ip 815 3:3 4 
Give 
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Give us then, Sir, a clear and formal Re- 
nunciation of all Anti-Revolution and flaviſh 
Principles; and ſome poſitive Aſſurances of 
your real Attachment to the Proteſtant Succeſ- 
ſion in the preſent Royal Family, Make it plain 
to the World, that your Oppoſition to the Mi- 
niſtry is not the Reſult of Diſaffection to the Go- 
vernment. Let this appear by better Proofs, 
than continually thwarting the juſt and neceſſa- 
ry : Meaſures taken by the Nation in Parlia- 
ment, for the publick Safety, and to keep out 
the Pretender. Endeavour not to leſſen the 
Danger of the Pretender, till you have leſſened 
his Intereſt, by abandoning it; nor to weaken 
the Security of the Government, till you have 
ſhewn, that you have weakened its Enemies, by 
revolting from them. Diſcard all your Jaco- 
bite Leaders; and if you contend for the Con- 
fiitution, do it not * the Banners of Men, 
who have been known Traytors to the Conſtitu- 
tion. Shew, that you diſtinguiſh betwixt an 
arbitrary Power in the Crown, and an abſolute 
Power in the Legiſlature to do all, things neceſ- 
ſary for the Preſervation of the Conſtitution. In 
ſhort, diſtreſs not the preſent Government with 
a View to bring in another Government, contrary 
to Law, and ſubverſive of all our Laus; nor 
complain of the over-grown Power of the 
Crown, till you have demonſtrated, that you 
wiſh no other Perſon to wear it, whom you 
would inveſt with greater and larger Powers: 
Do this, and then you may rail at Bribery and 
Corruption, and bad Mimfters, as long as you 
pleaſe, The Diſſenters may then poſſibly unite 
with you, and thank you. But this you may be 
aſſured of, that you will enjoy the united Praiſes 
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and Bleflings' of all boneft Men, and ſincere Lo- 
vers of their Country. 


SGive us likewiſe a full and aukentich Renun- 


ciation of all your former bigh-flown Notions in 
Religious Matters, Explode, in particular, that 
Idol of your Party, the Power of enjoyning in- 
Aifferent Matters under great and grievous Pe- 
aalties, a Principle, which flows from nothin 
elſe but the mere Love of Authority, and ha 
always been attended: with JFra#b, Cruelty, and 
Perſecution. Let the extrava Claims of the 
ry Moy ado have always herded a- 
mon pported hy your Party, 
openty /diſclaimed, as well as tha our arg, be 
guated, upon which they are founded; and pre- 
vail the Men of thoſe Principles, who 
have ſo long been under your Pines. 2 ro ſtudy 
Quiet, and to mind their own Buſineſi, Let che 
Doftrines of 'Divifion be laid afide, and then the 
Names of Diviſian will die away of themſelves, 
Preſs Uniformity leſs, and Unity — And if 
are really inclined to come into peaceable 
caſures with the Difenters, let your Party 
— chat Inclination, by candidly propoſing, 
and heartily promoting, both in Par liament, 
and out of Parliament, ſuch calm and moderate 
Connfels, as may effectually put an End to the 
Spirit of Party, and the Spirit of Faction, both 
in Church and State. This 7 wil be a much wi- 
ſer, and a much honeſter Method too, than a a 
continued Oppoſition, not to the Adminiſtration 
only, but to the Gonftizution itſelf. This will 
at once vindicate your own Sincerity, and render 
the Miniſterial Party inexcuſable, ſhould they re 
fuſe to join with you in ſo a Work, as the 
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of which you ſeem to be ſo deeply concerned. 
It will do more than all this: It will unite 
THE WHOLE Bopy OF THE PEOPLE INTO 
ont PART, and let Poſterity ſee, that there 
hath been a Word of Truth for once in a Craf!/- 
man, though only in the Nature of Prophecy. 
Theſe may ſeem to ſome pretty hard and 
imperious Conditions. But conſidering what 
ths your Party have run, I can hardl 
believe, the Diſſenters will be ſatisfied with leſs. 
People that have gone too far, muſt be at the 
Fatigue of making a Retreat proportionable 
to their Advances. The Diſſenters have been 
deceived already by ſome of your Party, and 
conſequently require a double Security for their 
future Behaviour. If you are authorized to 
give any Aſſurances of ſuch a Security, I dare 
engage, that it will have its due Weight among 
the Diſſenters, and ſhall not fail to be acknow- 
ledged in the moſt particular Manner by, 


SIR, 
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